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Journal Entry 3: Taking Sides library reserve article (Issue 5) “Should Women Who Use Drugs Lose Custody of Their Children?”
I think the infants or children should be taken away from their mothers who are involved in abusing drugs either after bier or during pregnancy. The mother who involve themselves in taking some of the drugs of their choice during pregnancy usually harm the fetus. I firmly believe that such mothers should be held responsible for their action regardless they were aware or not that they were pregnant. Mothers should not present that they were unaware that they were pregnant since there are various ways that they could have used to find out their pregnancy such as going for medical consultations to know why they were having morning swings or becoming fatigue. Medical professionals have made the various signs of pregnancy public for awareness (Stone, 2015). I believe that medical professionals especially those involved with handling pregnant mothers should work closely with law enforcement officers. In case a mother visits a clinic for a pregnancy test, and she is found to be pregnant, and she is also a drug user, I believe that the medical professional should call the law enforcement officer to come and talk to the mother about the options of the baby. 

I believe that a mother who never cared for an infant during pregnancy and went on to use drugs should have any rights to take care of the child even after birth. The criminal justice unit can precisely come in and take the baby away after the mother gives birth.  However, the mother can be given the chance of having the baby back to her care if she visits the rehabilitation then get examined further to see if she is fit to take care of the baby. This can happen only after the mother has given birth and the child has been taken away. If the mother refuses to go for rehabilitation, the child can be given up for adoption or to another more responsible family member. I can even advocate for child foster care than the child being left to such an irresponsible mother. However, some forms of foster care are associated with bringing up children in the wrong way by twisting the children's mentality of what is bad and what is good (Taylor, Coall, Marquis & Batten, 2016). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, I also believe that a child who lives with a mother who takes drugs should also be taken away. Such an environment is filthy to raise a child. 
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